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HURRICANE WASTE MANAGEMENT IN INSULAR CONTEXTS:
SYSTEMIC IMPLICATIONS AND COMMUNITY PERCEPTIONS
GAIA MARCHESIN/,

LAB'URBA (GUSTAVE EIFFEL UNIVERSITY)

Abstract

Disasters generate huge amounts of waste, for example, the waste from the 1995 Kobe, Japan,
Great Hanshi-Awaji earthquake took up ten years of landfill space (Lauritzen, 1998). Poor
management of disaster waste has been demonstrated to impede rescue and reconstruction
efforts, facilitate the spread of diseases, adversely affect the environment, and diminish the
long-term resilience of the waste system (Brown et al., 2011). Consequently, scholars in the field
acknowledge the necessity of meticulous planning for disaster waste management (Crowley,
2017; Gabrielli et al., 2018; Poudel et al., 2018). The initial step in this process is to comprehend
the implications of disaster waste management, including the types of waste, their quantities,
and their locations. Following this, the human and technical resources available must be
identified. Finally, it is imperative to recognise that effective disaster waste management, akin
to all reconstruction efforts, necessitates the incorporation of impacted communities and the
consideration of their cultural specificities.

This presentation will explore these aspects through the issue of hurricane waste in the French
Antilles. The investigation will be built on a previous study led by the DéPOs (Déchets Post-
Ouragans) project following Hurricane Irma in Saint-Martin island, and on a new project on the
role of local populations in disaster waste management, funded by the Red Cross Fundation,
which includes one field study in Marie-Galante.
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